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By- Gieve Patel 

 

                                                About The Poet 

Gieve Patel (born 18 August, 1940) is an Indian poet, playwright, painter, as well as a practising 

physician/doctor based in Mumbai. Patel belongs to a group of writers who have subscribed 

themselves to the 'Green Movement which is involved in an effort to protect the environment. 

His poems speak of deep concerns for nature and expose man's cruelty to it. Patel's works 

include poems (1966), How Do You Withstand, Body (1976) and Mirror Mirroring (1991). He 

has also written three plays titled Princes, Savaska and Mr Behram. 

                                                               Introduction 

In this poem, the poet symbolizes a deep rooted evil. He says tree can't be killed out just by 

hacking and chopping it. To put it to permanent end, it should be uprooted entirely and left out to 

wither in the sun. In the same way the social evil can't be put out just by criticising them. The 

society should root them up to die forever. 

                                                      Summary 

The poet says that if we wish to kill a tree it takes a lot of time. A simple jab of the knife can't 

kill a tree. A tree grows up by getting food and other nutritious from the earth. It absorbs 

sunlight, air and water for years and becomes very strong. If we try to hack and chop it, it does 

not feel much pain. Its bleeding bark heals very soon. Small twigs begin to shoot up from it and 

soon they become very big and strong. The poet says that the real strength of a tree lies in its 

roots. If we want to kill a tree forever, its roots should be pulled out completely. They should be 

in open to wither in sun and chock in air. Thus after a long process of changing shapes and 

colours we can say that a tree is killed. 

                                         

                                       Poetic Devices Used in the Poem 

Stanza 1 & 3 

 Alliteration- Repetition of initial consonant sounds in the same line 

• The bleeding bark will heal. 

 • The source, white and wet. 

Metaphor: 

 leprous hide 

 consuming the earth 



                                  Thinking About the Poem: 

Q.1. Can a 'simple jab of the knife' kill a tree? Why not? 

 Ans. No, a simple jab of the knife cannot kill a tree. A tree grows under a hard process of many 

years. So, it can't be killed easily. 

Q.2. How has the tree grown to its full size? List the word suggestive to its life and activity. 

 Ans. The tree has grown to its full size by consuming the earth.It has absorbed sunlight, air and 

water for years. During this process it has gained its full size. 

Q.3.What is the meaning of bleeding bark'? What makes it bleed? 

Ans. When someone snaps a part of a tree's trunk, a sap starts oozing from that part. This is 

called bleeding bark. The bark bleed when the tree is hacked or chopped. 

Q.4.The poet says 'No' in the beginning of the third stanza.What does he mean by this?  

 Ans. The poet means to say that a tree can't be killed until and unless its root is pulled out 

completely. 

Q.5. What is the meaning of 'anchoring earth' and 'earth cave'?  

Ans.The earth gives support to the stem of a tree. So it is called the anchoring earth. The earth 

gives shelter to the roots under its surface. So it is called the 'earth cave'. 

Q.6.  What does he mean by "the strength of the tree exposed"? 

Ans. The real strength of a tree lies in its roots. When the roots of a tree are pulled out it means 

the strength of the tree is exposed. 

Q.7. What finally kills the tree? 

Ans. A tree can't be killed by hacking and chopping. To kill it permanently it should be uprooted. 

It should then be left to wither in the sun. In this way a tree is killed finally. 

                                                    Long Answer Type Question 

Answer the following question in about 100-150 words: 

Q.1.What is the central idea of the poem 'On Killing a Tree'? 

 Ans. The poem "On Killing a Tree" written by Gieve Patel is symbolic of the evils prevailing in 

the society. In this poem the poet presents the tree as a parasite which consumes the earth's 

nutrients by feeding upon the earth's crust, which according to the poet is the destruction of the 

earth's fertility. Leaves keep sprouting out of its leprous hide which is symbolical of the smaller 

evils which keep issuing from the larger ones. We cannot kill a tree by a simple attack of knife 

which is again symbolic of the bigger evils which cannot be get rid of by simple blows. To kill a 

tree we need to find its very source (roots), expose it and let its scorch and choke in the sun. 



Likewise, to get rid of an evil, its source has to be found out and we need to drain its life in full 

and thereby leaving no chance of its sprouting/ rising again. 
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